Caroline McClatchey

A LABOUR councitlor has
called a ceasefire in the war rag-
ing over Hornsey Town Hall.

Cllr Judy Bax is chair of the
under-fire town hall advisory
pancl. Sct up by the council to
find out what cveryone wints for
the Grade 11*-listed landmark,
the team of 20 includes council-
lors and local organisations, such
as campaign group Crouch End
for People,

Describing the situation as a
tortoise and hare race, with her-
self as the tortoise, she wants to
stress the imporlance of cvery-
one working togcther at a slow
and steady pace.

She told Broadway: “What
worrles nie is that Crouch End
for People seem to be deter-
mined to work against the coun-
¢il. They have some very good
ideas but the council 1s not in a
position to give them.everything.
We have to ook after the finan-
cial interests of the whole of
Haringey.

“There has been so much criti-
cism and crossfire, and [ think
council officers have been very
helpful to Crouch End for Peo-
ple. [ know people arc angry that
the town hall was neglected, as
have many throughout the coun-
try. but they have to acknowl-
edge the squeeze on local gov-
crmment finances.”

She said the restoration of the
old theatre and council chamber
for the conununity was a shared
goul, and the only argunient was
about funding.
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But pa'nel chief sticks to her guns on numbers

Councillor Judy Bax,

Crouch End for People want
to set up a trust but Clir Bax said
a grant-dependent body was
unrcliable and in the case of
Hampstead Town Hall, it took
five years to raise the money.

“Afn alternative might be ta
work with a developer,” she
said. “We could always put a
trust together to take over the
running of the entesprise.”

The scale of the residential
development, needed to fund the
repairs, and the car park are also
contentious issucs.

Clir Bax said: “A balance
must be struck, The council has

4,000 familics on its housing
waiting list.”

As chatrwoman of the advisa-
ry pancl, Clir Bax has resisted
calls for her resignation. Cam-
paign group Crouch End for Peo-
ple belicves the chair should be
independent and it wants more
than one representative on the
panel.

Clr Bax said: “The panel has
on¢ representative from cach of
the organisations and 1'm stick-
ing to that. Crouch End for Peo-
ple says it represents 3.000 peo-
ple who signed a petition but
that’s not the same as being a

memmber of an organisation.

“The final decision will lie
with the coaneil exeentive. It is
council propenty after all but we
are commitied to lewing people
have their say. | hope we can
work together to get a good solu-
tion.”

J Hornsey Town Hall is to be
opueited again to the public.

Following the runaway suc-
cess of the first open day in May,
the doors will be flung open
again on Saturday July 10.
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