
Heritage
heroes
If it wasn't for a few caring people, many of
our neighbourhoods would lose precious
architecture. Jane Barry finds volunteers

LL oftr London, volunteeB
arc using their free time to
lolby councils, dmp leaflets
and nm conmittees - aI in
the cause of saving our
heritage. Some sroqs are

fightins io save a single buililing. Manv
cam!aign io  Preser !e nr  s to l  lc
rrchiiecture in local areas, lrom
Batie$ea to BlDomsburv ed Finchlev to

Even in localities wherc insensilive
develorment has tatren a heaw toll, there
de voiurteers taidine to save whai is
left - the Siaines Toim Societt for
insimce, wages a valiant campaiel1 to
lreserve the tol^ln s Roman heriiag€ and
its few remaidns Georgian and Regencv
buildinss.

Does aU this achvitv get rcsults? Phili!
Davies of Enghsh Heriiage betieves it is
"absohtely cncial". lie saysr "B€cause

these grouls are localy based, thev are

Amons the societys curent conc€mq c
ihe ClaDton Portico, aI ihat r€mains ot
ihe Victorian London Orphanase
Asylum, Hac.kn€y plans to idcorDorate
the erdd Durlc lodico into a new
education certre and -we just like to
keeD an eye on things", saYs Kevin
Moore,  one of  lhe Professtonal

The l'lamnersmiih and Fulham
Historic Buiidings Gmup (HFHBG) was
set u! in 19€7. AI the worken are votun_
teers. The srou!'s i90? list of the
borouch s 1.800 histo.ic bujldings was
ircomorated inio ilre coun.rls I]nitarf
Develolnent Plan. and mriBc has,ilst
cornplet€d a s€cond survel, wnrcn
includes morc ihan 3,500 photo$aphs

"men leolle say ther haven'i altered
luildings, we cm lrse ou lhotogralns as
evidence," says chaimd Angela Dixon

At the moment. the ercup is flghting a
DroDosed rivenide exiemion to tle

Vrctorian Hanrmer_

of Save Briiain s

Slita]lfielils Trust

Saviours: nembets of $e Histodc B'rlldings
GrcuD and HrmmeFmith Pumping Slatlon

= Crouch End for
lPeopre (CEP) has a

nity The Gnde il
listeal lglos buitdjng

ljshed lresenation husts,lrom Save anil
the spitalields Trust to ihe specialisi
architectuiai societies, such as The
ceorsran Group md The victorian
Societv started as volunteer sroups, and
still need help ftom volunteers.

Matthew Slocombe of The Societv for
the Proi€ction of Ancient Buildings
believes volunteer cmups are becoming
increasingly lrofessional in their
aplroach. The Cenlden Civic Societv for
instance. has employeal dchiteci tuts
I€itr€s Tecbniques to lut up an altenu
tive omDosat to a Cmm Estate scheme
"Thii co:ulil be ihe wav things sholrld so,"

The ltaclney Society� founded in 196?,
is one of London s long established
erou!5 and originally ru1 enbreb bY
wlunteeG.It is now a registercd cMnty
and emlloys two plofessional 9,orte$.

floors, trttings and iexiiles, lui it needs
structunl wolk and snllers llom damp.

"It's been hard to get the right
mlunieers," says 1T manager Stephen
Morpugo, one of the seven_sirong
volurteef steering conmitlee.

Another sieering gmu! member is
c|ild protecbon la' rye! Sh€jla Kavaffgh,
wio olemises turdinB. "I took a )car out
from nv $,orh to rlo other things," she
says, ";d ended up dolns the Towr Hall.
Ior ne, jt s as muchatouttbe buildinsas

O TheHack e, Soci2tJ): A2a 7251412

o EanMsnith and ?'ulham Eistarx
Buildings Group: 02a 856X 8953

O Cnuxh EndJar Peopte:
w a b..muih endfory eap te. or I
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