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Save our town
EP<,lrn,\ of arouLh End and rlorn{\

I { , " . r , , r ' "e  mrn)  loLJ l  ce leb ' r r ,e '  qh .

I luned out to lend their strpton were

Alen a tatt of ivhat ,t would be like to have ften
rom lull dd its squar lack las! satlidry

D$fn. Lhe dismal scather, hundr.ds tumed
.nt io look around the to$q hall. {hich ws
open |o  rh .  pubr .  tu r  th .  d r \ , ,nJ  ro  rn lo \  rhe
PrL)  tn  Ih t  Puzr  N4! tc  s r i l tqe t le rs ,  . .LL

stalLs and a boun.y caslle etr. itrsl some ot rh.
amus.ments organised by locaL grou! crouch
lnd for dre People (CEF) n th€ sqnare oltsid.

Ihe group has been canpaigning to PL?lenr
fte Council, which is u.dtLng the Prenis$,
selling off fie Grade ll Listed roM hall ro a
developer for a lo$ible t]] nilLron. lr sants Io
reclain fie rorn hall and sei it up as dr afts
lenue, meein8 plece and facility lor local Peoll€
ln Febroary it pesuaded th. ColnoL to gile LI
sL\ montl$ to cone W wnh in alteraadve,
tinancially sleaLnable plan The Io!. ol ihe to$ n
hall rook place rs lalt ol rh. Colncil\ agreenent

Chairnan of CEf! \n Wegrzln, a Crcuch End
residenr for r8 yeais, sai.l: we hare la.ge
.omrnlnity suppon -  

 

the llblic neeong
ab.rt 700 leople cad€, ivhich is a lor olpeolle

lnd8 i .g  b \  t f  e  number . f  FoPle  {ho  q !a .d
up L" ,dd dreir rumes to lhe cltl perit.f !o
Sallda)l it! ciear rhaI Horsey wanLs rts ro$!

Jad.s larkin, a local acior/dnector who hG
tro childr€d vored his srLpport: "TuminS it into
flats world be a complete wasre, he said

Agnes AtkLNon, a full-dme mum wifL rwo
child.en. said: It! defimely a good id.a. We
haren t got a communitl here in Crouch End and

Pauline Steph.son ofNafi.ooie Gardes. who
f3rl,ved in ciouch !.d since 1970. said: l Lhink
any Dro!.nr tirrt belrnas r, the Lowcl belon:5
.  i t ' . . ' . -pa" . . ^a  " ; -  ,  , rBh t  Io  t l l  " t l  {  h i r
belongs m ns.

lhe rolr dew a loi DL intere$ ar around
2pm, a. unoll:icial stimd|e put dre nunber of
p.ople lho had been through the doors at
i,000, and Ae queue was still snalting arolnd
rhe sqxare iong after lpm, when &e tomr hall
w6 schedxLed to.lose ils doors

ft neant lhar leopl. $'inE$ed lor themsel*s
the I.ars ol neglect the luilding hN slrfiered
\'lany resLdents /$dus spoke ro rememb.r.d
betier days of ar€nding con.erts. llays md
dan es in lhe eNn hallbackln the I970s

lhe dila da|ed state olth. ihearre, no* be'ng
lsed as a junbcrd ror discrded lx.nrure, tett

A r6ident fron B.rkelel Rold said: I was

realll upset when 1 sdw the theatre Thelrrc let n

hen nvo .ounciL em!l.tc6 who didn t vish
to be identified voiced th€ir disgust at irs poor

srale Th€r've lei it ror rheyle jre usingir lor

The theat.e. *hLch seated 1,200. was ln se undl
l99t qnol it lvm relibed a fiF cerriliote The
Council decided not io spend the monel on repaiE
to bnng it rp ro srandad be.alse of dre .osl

celebrity support
Dftcdv invohed rn dt .ampaign ar. local
celebrides JtcI EllG. who Plays Jin l'enner n
1T!s ldd GnL, and Annie Mil.s, fomerll ot
Fatui1l AJJats and lrorkside ELlis ad.d as
compare of CElf! Party in lhe liazza,
lntroducLne speeches and aslting Local l)eople
then o?inion on the tulure ol the LoM halt

!tLE. a lormer resideDt ot Monnt PLeasant
Villas, believes thli a .onmunq fa.ilny js jnsl
vhat Lhe area netds: There! a srear sesd ol
.omnunr-' h.re blr whar LI doesnr h^f G
sondhins lor the community to llnish it ofl.-

Annie Mils. who has htd in Crclch End fo.
16 yea6, has also been involved since the
campalSn began: 't fiink ir3 .n e.st oluon to
just se]] lt ofi, it ivould nake lor a cash injecdon
Nirholi puuing in a lot ol elTon "

She said tuming thc tom hall into an centre
would be sood for the area: 1t wouid bnrE a lot
ol peopLe hto Cronch lnd and n would help
local busine$es

olh.r local celebrities including Tony

Ex-4tooksi.le stat Annie Miles would like to
see the town hall tuhed into an atts centre
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hall, say

Jzck HIh. wetl kno@ fot his rob as Fenne/ ih Bad Ghls, .onpared dE event whi6 indu.red
entetrainment oryadised by crcu<h Edd for the People

Ocalaghan, who plaF Serg@! Boyden in The
8ill, dd comedy a.tB and aulhor Anbella Weir,
also added their suppot.

The canpdSn s ako ben8 backed by lo.al
bnnnesre estale a8enrs Wir {wurth and
supema.ket Budgens sporoored the
enGnainmdt, local bakery Dumi sd !p a s|all
in tha square and Homsqt YMC{ ?rcuded the

An adFsory paneL set up in lebruary thG year
reprereo6 ihe Counc,lS views and is chailed bI
rabour Counollor foi Homael, Judy !d.

"t Mni to se t|e roM hal r6rotd fo. dt
commuitv io w lor a comunitv arts rdue I
dont dui rereb nuch dEsreenm abour tJut -

Burshe adm ed that where tlanngey and rhe
CEIP cl"sh ls ovei fie financial side of thinSs.
"The Council canl a{Iord to put in rhe money
th"t it nee!s."

she said: we shal have to find a d5'eloper in
the dd. Some of the buildjng cotrld b. pu! to
comieriai or r6idarial use we have to
rdember that we have a,000 families on the
housing vai- iing list in Haiingey

Barbara Roch. Mq who chaired the public
meeting held by cElP at the dd of APnl. tus
sup?ofted the campalgn fmm the begiminS she
sid: I m cautiou+ optimistic that we @n

The final decision on ihe fate ot the toM hall
wiil he made in SepEmber

I


