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1. Introduction 

1.1 Capita Symonds Ltd was commissioned by the London Borough of Haringey to undertake an 

ecological appraisal for a site at Hornsey Town Hall, located in Hornsey in the London 

Borough of Haringey, grid reference: TQ 302 882. 

1.2 From herein the site at Hornsey Town Hall will be referred to as the „Site‟.  

1.3 The Site comprises of (in order of abundance) hard-standing, buildings, amenity grassland, 

ornamental shrub planting, tall ruderal vegetation, scattered trees, bare ground and a few 

stands of Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica).   

1.4 The aims of the ecological appraisal are: 

 

 to identify the ecological habitats of value at the Site, and potential for protected 

species, through the completion of an extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey, see 

Figures ECO_001 and tree survey, see Figures ECO_002 and ECO-003 Rev A; 

 

 to provide recommendations for further protected and notable species surveys, as 

necessary; 

 

 to identify significant features for retention and protection, where possible; 

 

 to identify features for enhancement, where possible; and 

 

 to provide outline recommendations for mitigation and / or compensation as 

necessary. 

1.5 All aspects of the ecological appraisal have been undertaken by members of the Institute of 

Ecology and Environmental Management (IEEM). 

2. Methodology 

2.1 In order to enable an assessment of the likely development impacts, sufficient detail is 

required on the underlying ecological factors, which support the natural habitats and wild 

species. This is also necessary for:  

 informing the design process; 

 identifying suitable mitigation; 

 managing existing habitats or species; and 

 planning the creation or enhancement of habitats. 
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2.2 The baseline information for this ecological appraisal primarily comprises: 

 a desk-based study of existing records obtained from Greenspace for Greater 

London (GiGL);  

 analysis of aerial photographs from Google Earth; 

 information obtained from the internet; and 

 the findings of an extended Phase 1 Habitat survey and tree survey undertaken by 

qualified ecologists. 

2.3 The desk-based study encompassed an area within approximately 1 km of the Site, from 

hereon referred to as the “study area.” 

2.4 Contextual information was obtained from the following sources: 

 GiGL, for information regarding statutory and non-statutory nature conservation 

sites, and notable and protected species within the study area; 

 UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UKBAP); London Biodiversity Action Plan (London 
BAP); and the Haringey Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP); 

 Planning for a Better London, July 2008; 

 Haringey Unitary Development Plan, July 2006; and 

 Multi-Agency Geographical Information for the Countryside (www.magic.gov.uk). 

2.5 Summarised responses to these desk study searches are provided in Section 3, Baseline 

Situation. 

2.6 To survey the area, the extended Phase 1 Habitat survey methodology approved by Natural 

England (NE) was used, with signs of protected or notable species being sought by direct 

observation or by assessment of habitat suitability. The extended Phase 1 Habitat survey 

was undertaken on 2
nd

 December 2008.  

2.7 The Site was surveyed and mapped with details of the following: 

 habitats types (as shown on the Phase 1 Habitat Plan ECO_001); 

 nature conservation interest (locally rare plants; signs of protected species; 

character of the habitat and its suitability for supporting protected species); and 

 further information is described wherever applicable in the form of target notes (see 

Appendix A). 
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2.8 The tree survey for the Site was carried out in accordance with, and is based upon British 

Standard (BS) 5837:2005. The main objective of the tree survey was to map and record 

individual trees and groups of trees within the Site, record tree characteristics, such as 

species and height, and identify any trees that may be impacted on by the proposed 

development within the Site. 

2.9 For the purpose of this survey, a tree is defined as woody growth with a main trunk that 

exceeds 75 mm girth at a height of 1.3 m.  This definition excludes self-seeded saplings and 

scrub vegetation, although such elements have been noted where they are considered to be 

relevant. 

2.10 The tree survey was carried out on the 2
nd

 December 2008. The assessment was made by 

visual inspection carried out on foot from ground level. Any characteristics noted are those 

that can be seen from the ground. Stem diameter was measured with a tape measure, but all 

other measurements were estimated by eye. The location of dead, felled or newly planted 

trees was also recorded. All trees were inspected individually. 

2.11 The tabulated tree attributes fall into five main areas and include: 

 The species, height (m), stem diameter (mm), crown spread (m), age and the overall 
form of the tree; 

 The position of the tree: whether planted in hard surroundings, as a single specimen 
or as part of a group (row, clump or woodland);   

 The overall health of the tree and identification of defects such as dead wood, 
cavities and suppressed growth, and where these defects are on the tree; 

 Each tree is further assessed in terms of overall condition and quality (see below); 
and 

 Supplementary information given in the „comments‟ column of the survey table. 

2.12 The grading of condition falls under three categories, as follows: 

 Good - the tree is not showing any sign of decline and there are no detrimental 
defects observed 

 Fair - the tree has vigorous new growth, but there are potentially detrimental minor 
or major defects. 

 Poor - the tree is in a state of decline.  The tree may also constitute an element of 
risk. 

2.13 The identification of quality falls under four categories, as follows: 

R – Trees in such a condition that any existing value would be lost within 10 years and 
which should, in the current context, be removed for reasons of sound arboricultural 
management. 

A – Trees of high quality and value. 
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B – Trees of moderate quality and value. 

C – Trees of low quality and value. 

2.14 Root Protection Areas (RPAs) have been calculated for all trees identified during the survey. 

RPAs are a „layout design tool indicating the area surrounding the tree that contains 

sufficient rooting volume to ensure the survival of the tree, shown in plan form in m²‟. British 

Standard (BS) 5837:2005 guidelines state that „in order to avoid damage to the roots or 

rooting environment of retained trees, the RPA should be plotted around each of the 

category A, B and C trees. This is the minimum area in m² which should be left undisturbed 

around each retained tree‟
1
. 

2.15 RPAs are calculated using the stem diameter and are identified as an area equivalent to a 

circle with a radius 12 times the stem diameter for single stem trees and 10 times basal 

diameter for trees with more than one stem arising below 1.5 m above ground level (multi-

stemmed). 

2.16 The survey aims to give a non-technical assessment of the general condition of the trees. 

This report does not attempt to give any further information regarding cause, or remedy, for 

any problem observed. This report focuses on the need to highlight whether a problem 

potentially exists, or whether the trees are relatively healthy.   

 

3. Baseline Situation 

3.1 The objectives of establishing the ecological baseline are twofold: 

 

 to describe aspects of the natural environment and to identify important and 

protected species that could be adversely affected by the development proposals; 

and  

 

 to characterise features that could be positively enhanced, created, restored or 

managed, by establishing the occurrence, distribution and extent of ecological 

features on site and in the surrounding area; and / or those species that could be 

positively managed to enhance their conservation status, distribution and 

abundance.  

3.2 Natural and semi-natural habitats usually support the greatest diversity of wildlife. Important 

species are those protected by international or national legislation, those that have been 

identified in the UK Biodiversity Steering Group Volumes I to VI as priority species, and 

those identified as locally distinctive in a LBAP (e.g. „local keystone‟, „flagship‟ and „umbrella 

species‟). 

                                                      
1
 Trees in Relation to Construction - Recommendations BS5837_2005 
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3.3 GiGL was contacted for information on designated sites and protected and notable species 

within the study area. The locations of the designated sites are detailed in Appendix B.  

3.4 There are no internationally or nationally designated sites within the study area.  

3.5 Locally designated sites include Local Nature Reserves (LNR), Sites of Metropolitan 

Importance for Nature Conservation (SMI), Sites of Borough Importance (SBI) and Sites of 

Local Importance (SLI).   

3.6 LNRs are land owned, leased or managed by Local Authorities and designated under the 

National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949. It is land managed for educational 

purposes.  

3.7 SMIs are sites that contain the best examples of London‟s habitats, sites which contain 

particularly rare species, rare assemblages of species or important populations of species, or 

sites which are of particular significance within heavily built-up areas of London. Protection of 

SMIs is important at a regional level to conserve biodiversity.  

3.8 SBIs are sites where damage to them would constitute a significant loss to the borough. 

Protection of SBIs is therefore important at a borough level.  

3.9 SLIs are sites of value to local residents, particularly in areas deficient in nearby wildlife 

sites.  

3.10 There is one LNR and one SMI within the study area: Parkland Walk LNR and the Parkland 

Walk, Queen‟s Wood and Highgate Wood SMI. 

3.11 There are five SBIs within the study area: Crouch End Playing Fields Complex SBI (Grade I), 

Upper Holloway Railway Cutting SBI (Grade I), Stroud Green Railway Bank SBI (Grade II), 

Elthorne Park and Sunnyside Gardens SBI (Grade II) and Holly Park Estate SBI (Grade II). 

3.12 There are seven SLIs within the study area: Land behind 3 Fairfield Road SLI, St Mary‟s 

Churchyard, Hornsey SLI, The Priory Park SLI, Shepherds Hill Allotments SLI, Granville 

Road Spinney SLI, Shepherd‟s Hill Garden SLI and Margaret MacMillan Nursery School 

Nature Garden SLI. 

3.13 The Site is within a Conservation Area within the Hornsey, therefore the trees are afforded 

additional protection. Before any work is carried out to prune or fell a tree in a conservation 

area, six weeks notice must be given to the Council, in writing. For further details please 

refer to Appendix D for Haringey Council‟s Conservation and Archaeology Supplementary 

Planning Guidance (SPG) document. 

3.14 Further details of the designated sites within the study area are summarised in Table 1.1. 
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Table 1.1:   Summary of Designated Sites within the Study Area of the Site 

Site name Designation Approximate 

distance from the 

Site 

Habitat and species type 

Parkland Walk LNR 0.5 km S Habitats present: regenerated woodland, scrub 

and rough grassland. 

Parkland Walk, 

Queen‟s Wood 

and Highgate 

Wood (M116) 

SMI 0.5 km S Habitats present: acid grassland, ancient 

woodland, bracken, pond, scrub, secondary 

woodland, semi-improved neutral grassland, tall 

herbs and vegetated wall. 

Species present: oak (Quercus spp.), hornbeam 

(Carpinus betulus), bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-

scripta), wood anemone (Anemone nemorosa), 

thin-spiked wood-sedge (Carex strigosa), hard-fern 

(Blechnum spicant), broad-leaved helleborine 

(Epipactis helleborine), birch (Betula spp.), 

sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus), small toadflax 

(Chaenorhinum minus), black spleenwort 

(Asplenium adiantum-nigrum), common broomrape 

(Orobanche minor). Bird species include tawny 

owls (Strix aluco) and spotted flycatcher 

(Muscicapa striata).  

Crouch End 

Playing Fields 

Complex (HgBI09) 

SBI (Grade I) 0.6 km NW Habitats present include: hedge, scattered trees, 

scrub, secondary woodland, semi-improved 

grassland, tall herbs and veteran trees.  

Species present include: pollarded oaks, silver 

birch (Betula pendula), sycamore, ash (Fraxinus 

excelsior), willow (Salix sp.) and hornbeam. Large 

colonies of shining crane‟s-bill (Geranium lucidum).   

Upper Holloway 

Railway Cutting 

(IsBI07) 

SBI (Grade I) 0.9 km S Habitats present include: roughland, ruderal, 

secondary woodland and vegetated walls. 

Species present include: birch, ash, oak, elm 

(Ulmus spp.) and bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.). 

Stroud Green 

Railway Bank 

(HgBII17) 

SBI (Grade II) 0.8 km E Habitats present include: scrub, secondary 

woodland and semi-improved neutral woodland.   

Species present include: oak, birch and 

sycamore.  

Elthorne Park and 

Sunnyside 

Gardens (IsBII01) 

SBI (Grade II) 0.8 km S Habitats present include: amenity grassland, 

flower beds, planted shrubbery, pond, ornamental 

walled garden and scattered trees.  

Species present include: field maple (Acer 

campestre), rowan (Sorbus aucauparia), hawthorn 

(Crataegus spp.) and holly (Ilex aquilfolium).  

Holly Park Estate 

(IsBII03) 

SBI (Grade II) 0.6 km SE Habitats present include: amenity grassland, 

scattered trees and scrub.  

Species present include: Turkey and pedunculate 

oak (Quercus cerris and Q. robur), beech (Fagus 

sylvatica), London plane (Platanus x hispanica), 

bluebell, red campion (Silene dioica), holly, elder 

(Sambucus nigra) and bramble.  

Land behind 3 

Fairfield Road 

(HgL07) 

SLI 0.13 km NE Habitats present include: bare ground, ruderal, 

scattered trees and scrub.   

 

St Mary‟s 

Churchyard, 

SLI 0.9 km NE Habitats present include: amenity grassland, 

ancient woodland, planted shrubbery and scattered 
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Source: GiGL 

 

Policies  

 

Planning Policy Statement (PPS) 9: Biodiversity & Geological Conservation 

3.15 Of particular relevance to ecology and nature conservation is PPS9, which seeks to 

integrate, where possible, biodiversity and nature conservation and development objectives. 

PPS9 states that the planning system has a significant part to play in meeting the 

Government‟s international commitments and domestic policies for habitats, species and 

ecosystems as laid out in „Working with the Grain of Nature: a biodiversity strategy for 

England‟. It includes the broad aim that planning, construction, development and 

regeneration should have minimal impacts on biodiversity and they should aim to maintain 

and enhance, restore or add to biodiversity conservation interests wherever possible. 

 

Hornsey (HgL10) trees.  

Species present include: hornbeam. Kestrels 

(Falco tinnunculus). 

The Priory Park 

(HgL13) 

SLI 0.6 km N Habitats present include: amenity grassland, 

planted shrubbery, scattered trees and semi-

improved neutral grassland.  

Species present include: mistletoe (Viscum 

album), false-acacia (Robinia pseudacacia), spiked 

sedge (Carex spicata) and bird‟s-foot-trefoil (Lotus 

corniculatus).   

Shepherds Hill 

Allotments 

(HgL19M) 

SLI 0.7 km W Habitats present include: allotments, amenity 

grassland, roughland, scattered trees and scrub.  

Species present include: can support important 

populations of amphibians and reptiles, as well as 

birds, mammals and invertebrates.  

Granville Road 

Spinney (HgL21) 

SLI 0.6 km SE Habitats present include: secondary woodland.  

Species present include: sycamore, rowan, 

whitebeam, wild plum (Prunus domestica), 

hawthorn, hazel (Corylus avellana), bramble, cow 

parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris), ramsons (Allium 

ursinum) and three-cornered leek (Allium 

triquetrum).  

Shepherd‟s Hill 

Garden (HgL23) 

SLI 0.8 km W Habitats present include: amenity grassland, 

planted shrubbery, scattered trees, secondary 

woodland and semi-improved neutral grassland.  

Species present include: hazel, hawthorn, wild 

plum, box-flowered honeysuckle (Lonicera pileata), 

cow parsley, male-fern (Dryopteris felix-mas), garlic 

mustard (Alliaria petiolata), yellow-flowered 

strawberry (Duchesnea indica), bird‟s-foot-trefoil, 

meadow buttercup (Ranunculus acris), black medic 

(Medicago lupulina) and autumn hawkbit 

(Leontodon autumnale). 

Margaret 

MacMillan Nursery 

School Nature 

Garden (IsL04) 

SLI 1.4 km SW Habitats present include: amenity grassland, 

flower beds and scattered trees.  

Species present include: ash, horse-chestnut 

(Aesculus hippocastanum) and lime. 
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Planning for a Better London 

3.16 Within the “Planning for a Better London, July 2008,” the Mayor of London makes it a priority 

to ensure the planning system:  

“protects and enhances open spaces. The Mayor will use his planning powers to prevent 

inappropriate development of open spaces and the Green Belt”; and to 

“do all it can to protect and promote trees and woodland. In particular, the Mayor wants to 

see the planning system used to secure the planting of trees in new developments.” 

 

Haringey’s Unitary Development Plan (UDP) 

3.17 Policy OS6: ECOLOGICALLY VALUABLE SITES AND THEIR CORRIDORS of Haringey‟s 

UDP states that: “The Council will not permit development on or adjacent to SSSIs, statutory 

LNRs, or other SINC value or ecological importance: a) unless there will be no adverse 

effect on the nature conservation value of the site; and b) unless the importance of the 

development outweighs the nature conservation value of the site. 

Green Corridors form important links between the nature conservation sites identified on the 

Proposals Map. Wherever possible the continuity of these corridors should be protected and 

their green nature enhanced in order that they do not become fragmented and thereby 

diminish their ecological value. Development for operational transport needs in the Green 

Corridors may be acceptable, if it can be shown that there are no alternative locations and 

there is an essential need for the development.” 

3.18 Policy OS11: BIODIVERSITY of Haringey‟s UDP states that: “All applications and 

development should respect the biodiversity of the borough, and ensure that the biodiversity 

is not diminished in any form, and that every opportunity is taken to enhance it. Such 

enhancements are particularly important in areas deficient in accessible natural green space. 

The Council will resist development which would have a significant adverse impact on the 

population or conservation status of a protected species or species which have been 

identified as a priority in the UK, London or Haringey BAP. 

Where development is permitted which may cause significant harm to biodiversity, the 

Council will first seek to avoid or minimise the impact, then seek mitigation and finally invoke 

compensatory measures for any residual impacts.” 

3.19 Policy OS16: GREEN CHAINS of Haringey‟s UDP states that: “Development will only be 

allowed where it will not result in a break up of existing green chains for the public or inhibit 

their provision or extensions. All opportunities will be taken to consolidate and strengthen 

chains, and where appropriate, to add to chains, or to link them to existing open space in 

order to improve accessibility to that open space.” 

3.20 Policy OS17: TREE PROTECTION, TREE MASSES AND SPINES of Haringey‟s UDP states 

that: “The Council will seek to protect and improve the contribution of trees, tree masses and 

spines to local landscape character by: 

a) making tree preservation orders as appropriate; 
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b) encouraging tree planting wherever possible and appropriate; 

c) ensuring that road proposals and traffic management schemes are adequately 

landscaped where appropriate with new trees; 

d) ensuring that, when unprotected trees are affected by development, a programme 

of tree replanting and replacement of at least equal amenity and ecological value and 

extent is approved by the Council; and 

e) giving stronger protection to and recognising the value of ancient woodland areas 

in terms of their historical, cultural and biodiversity contribution to the borough; and 

f) ensuring that tree planting does not damage underground utilities infrastructure with 

encroaching root systems.” 

3.21 Policy CSV1: DEVELOPMENT IN CONSERVATION AREAS of Haringey‟s UDP states that: 

“The Council will require that proposals affecting Conservation Areas: 

a) preserve or enhance the historic character and qualities of the buildings and/or the 

Conservation Area; 

b) recognise and respect the character and appearance of Conservation Areas; and 

c) protect the special interest of buildings of architectural or historic interest.” 

3.22 Policy CSV5: ALTERATIONS AND EXTENSIONS IN CONSERVATION AREAS of 

Haringey‟s UDP states that: “The Council will require that alterations or extensions to 

buildings in Conservation Areas: preserve or enhance the character of the Conservation 

Area; and retain or reinstate characteristic features such as doors, windows or materials of 

buildings.” 

3.23 Policy CSV7: DEMOLITION IN CONSERVATION AREAS of Haringey‟s UDP states that: 

“The Council will seek to protect buildings within Conservation Areas, by refusing 

applications for their demolition or substantial demolition if it would have an adverse impact 

on the character and appearance of the Conservation Area. In some exceptional cases, if 

substantial community benefit would result from total or substantial demolition of buildings in 

Conservation Areas the Council may consider this to be acceptable. Each case will be 

judged on its merits and weighed against arguments in favour of a building’s preservation.”  

3.24 Further policy information is available in the Conservation and Archaeology SPG2 in 

Appendix D. 

 

Significant Species of Flora and Fauna  

3.25 GiGL provided records of rare and protected species recorded within the study area of the 

Site, dating between 1998 and 2008. Only those species that could potentially be present 

within the Site, owing to suitable habitat, have been included. This data is summarised in 

Table 1.2.  

3.26 An internationally protected species is one that is listed on either Annex 2 of the European 
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Habitats Directive 1992 / Schedule 2 of the Conservation Regulations 1994 (CR) (as 

amended) or Annex 1 of the Wild Birds Directive 1979. 

3.27 A nationally protected species is one listed on Schedules 1 / 5 / 8 of the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981 (WCA) (as amended).  

3.28 There is one internationally and nationally protected species recorded within the study area 

in the last decade: common pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pipistrellus). 

3.29 There are four BAP species recorded within the study area in the last decade, including 

common pipistrelle, hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus), house sparrow (Passer domesticus) 

and mistletoe (Viscum album). 

Table 1.2:   Protected and Notable Fauna and Flora within the Study Area 

 

EPS – European Protected Species under the European Habitats / Birds Directive; WCA5 - Schedule 5 of the Wildlife 

and Countryside Act; CR2 – Schedule 2 of the Conservation Regulations; NERC: Schedule 41 of the Natural 

Environment and Rural Communities Act; UKBAP – UK Biodiversity Action Plan; London BAP – London Biodiversity 

Action Plan; and LBAP – Local Biodiversity Action Plan. 

 

 

3.30 The UN Biodiversity Convention arising from the 1992 Conference on Environment and 

Development provided an internationally agreed framework for conservation, and led to the 

development of the UKBAP, published in 1994. This provides some degree of non-statutory 

protection to specified habitats and species. The statutory basis for species and habitats 

listed in BAPs is currently provided by Section 41 of the Natural Environments and Rural 

Communities (NERC) 2006 (superseding the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CRoW) 

2000).   

3.31 Local BAPs for locally important habitats and species have since been established, including 

the Tower Hamlets LBAP.  

Species Latin Status Proximity to 

Site 

Date 

Fauna 

Bats Vespertilionidae EPS, CR2, 

WCA5, London 

BAP   

0.80 km W 06.08.2006 

Common 

pipistrelle  

Pipistrellus 

pipistrellus 

EPS, CR2, 

WCA5, London 

BAP   

0.72 km W 19.07.2005 

Hedgehog Erinaceus 

europaeus 

NERC, UKBAP, 

London BAP 

0.33 km SW 2002 

House sparrow Passer domesticus NERC, UKBAP, 

London BAP, 

LBAP 

0.58 km N 2005 

Flora 

Mistletoe Viscum album London BAP 0.83 km N 2001 

Source: GiGL  
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3.32 BAPs are targeted actions aiming to improve and enhance wildlife and habitats, and are 

aimed at specific habitats and species considered to be at risk of damage or even extinction. 

The preparation of habitat action plans (HAPs) and species action plans (SAPs) reflects 

expert opinion that the habitat or species concerned is in a sub-optimal state and hence, that 

action is required. Protection of these species and habitats is through national and local 

planning policy and Government targets. When development proposals are made, regard 

therefore needs to be given to any BAP habitat or species present at the site.  

3.33 Two BAP habitats have been identified at the Site: The built environment and brownfield land 

(London BAP and LBAP) and urban land (UK Broad BAP).  

3.34 Four BAP species have been recorded within the study area that could potentially be within 

the Site: common pipistrelle, hedgehog, house sparrow and mistletoe. 

3.35 The following BAP species have been identified as potentially present at the Site due to the 

presence of suitable habitat:  

1. Mammals: foraging / commuting bats (London BAP and LBAP); noctule bat 

(Nyctalus noctula) (UK Priority BAP); soprano pipistrelle bat (UK Priority BAP); 

common pipistrelle (London BAP); and hedgehog (UK Priority BAP and London 

BAP);  

2. Birds: house sparrow (UK Priority BAP, London BAP and LBAP); song thrush 

(Turdus philomelos) (UK Priority BAP and London BAP); turtle dove (Streptopelia 

turtur) (UK Priority BAP and London BAP); bullfinch (UK Priority BAP and London 

BAP); tree sparrow (Passer montanus) (UK Priority BAP and London BAP); 

spotted flycatcher (UK Priority BAP and London BAP); linnet (Carduelis cannabina) 

(UK Priority BAP and London BAP); common starling (UK Priority BAP and London 

BAP); common cuckoo (Cuculus canorus) (UK Priority BAP); house martin 

(Delichon urbica) (London BAP); and dunnock (London BAP); and 

3. Plants: mistletoe (London BAP and LBAP). 

3.36 Table 1.3 identifies the key habitats and species included in the BAPs reviewed which are 

relevant to the Site. 
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Table 1.3:   Habitats present and species potentially present at the Site that are 

identified in BAPs 

 

 

  

 

 UKBAP London 

BAP 

LBAP 

Habitats 

The built environment and 

brownfield land 

 X  

Urban X   

Species 

Foraging / commuting bats  X X 

Noctule bat   X   

Common pipistrelle bat  X  

Soprano pipistrelle bat X   

Hedgehog X X  

House sparrow   X X X 

Song thrush  X X  

Turtle dove  X X  

Bullfinch  X X  

Tree sparrow  X X  

Spotted flycatcher  X X  

Linnet  X X  

Common starling  X X  

Common cuckoo X   

Dunnock  X  

House martin  X  

Mistletoe  X X 

Source: BAPs as listed 
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4. Phase 1 Habitat Survey 

4.1 An extended Phase 1 Habitat survey of the Site was undertaken on 2
nd

 December 2008.  

4.2 The Site includes (in order of abundance) hard-standing, buildings, amenity grassland, 

ornamental shrub planting, tall ruderal vegetation, scattered trees, bare ground and five 

distinct areas of Japanese knotweed. 

 

Habitat Types 

Hard-standing   

4.3 The majority of the Site comprises hard-standing, which includes car parks, footpaths, a 

roundabout, water fountains, roads, paving and steps.  

4.4 There are two car parks within the Site, which serve for employees working in the Town Hall, 

library, office and clinic. The larger rectangular car park is situated to the east of the Site, 

and the smaller square car park is in the centre of the Site, situated between the library and 

Town Hall.  

4.5 There are footpaths that connect the buildings within the Site and in front of the Town Hall, 

where there is a large area of amenity grassland. Here there is a brick-layed mini roundabout 

with a circular concrete water fountain in the centre, see Target Note (TN) 4.  

4.6 There is also a concrete water fountain feature attached to the western end of the library in 

the southwest corner of the Site. There is a statue in front of the fountain and a metal fence 

borders the western edge of the feature, see TN10. Both water fountains were not in use at 

the time of the survey and are apparently only functionally for a few months in the year.  

4.7 Around the library is a mixture of concrete and cobbled hard-standing paving, and within the 

centre of the library is a landscaped garden with hard-standing concrete flooring. Also 

present here are two wooden benches, ornamental planting in a concave-bed, pots 

containing pansies (Viola tricolor), numerous empty plant pots and a sculpture in the centre, 

see TN13. 

Buildings 

4.8 There are six buildings within the Site, including Hornsey Town Hall, a clinic, a library, an 

office, electrical sub-station and public toilets.   

4.9 The Town Hall is a c.1930‟s two / three storey brick building with a tall tower in the western 

corner. The building has a flat roof and has concrete soffits. At the entrance are two wooden 

benches, two refuse bins and two concrete plant pots containing grass species, see TN6.  

4.10 The clinic is a two-storey, brick, flat-roofed building with concrete soffits, see TN21, and the 

library is a two-storey, brick-building.  
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4.11 The office is a two-storey pre-fabricated building with a metallic (steel) frame and a flat roof 

constructed with both wood and plastic cladding (see TN22). The public toilet block is a 

brick-built building, and has a flat metallic roof and metallic doors. 

Grassland (amenity and improved) 

4.12 There is a well managed amenity grassland square, the Town Hall Square, in front of the 

entrance to the Town Hall in the north-western corner of the Site, see TN2 and Photograph 1 

in Appendix C. There is also a managed amenity grassland area to the west of the car park, 

between the Town Hall and library.   

4.13 There is a small area of improved grassland, amongst tall ruderal species, beside the 

electrical sub station in the far north-eastern corner of the Site.  

4.14 Beneath the treeline along the eastern and western boundaries of the eastern car park is a 

mixture of grassland and tall ruderal species including common ragwort (Senecio jacobaea), 

bramble (Rubus fruticosus), germander speedwell (Veronica chamaedrys) and common 

nettle (Urtica dioica), see TNs15 and 19.  

Ornamental shrubs 

4.15 The Site contains many distinct pockets of planted non-native ornamental shrubs, including 

two triangular sections of pansies in the northern and southern corners of the amenity 

grassland square in front of the Town Hall; see TN1. There is also some planting of low 

growing specimens of variegated holly (Ilex x altaclerensis) along the south-eastern corner of 

this grassland square, see TN3 and Photograph 2 in Appendix C. In front of the Town Hall 

are also twelve wooden plant containers, containing recently planted ornamental specimens. 

The plants are short and considered to be of low quality, see TN7. 

4.16 There are four distinct areas of non-native ornamental planting (including ivy) in front of the 

entrance to the toilet facilities, beside the library, see TN8. In addition there are two small 

areas of non-native ornamental planting to the north and south of the library statute, see 

TN11.  

4.17 In front of the library, along the southern boundary of the Site, is non-native ornamental 

shrub planting set on top of bark and amongst semi-mature and mature deciduous and 

coniferous trees. Shrubs planted here include cotoneaster (Salicifolius Exburyensis) and 

laurel (Umbellularia californica), see TNs9, 12 and 14 and Photograph 3 in Appendix C. 

4.18 There is some short non-native ornamental shrubs on the south side of the clinic building, 

amongst tall ruderal and grassland species; see TN17.  

4.19 There are also some planted non-native ornamental shrubs beside the eastern boundary 

fence, within the amenity grassland area between the library and Town Hall, see TN20.  
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Tall ruderal 

4.20 There is a restricted public access area, between the northern boundary of the Site and the 

Town Hall, where there is a stand of tall ruderal vegetation on otherwise bare ground, see 

TN5. There is also tall ruderal vegetation present around the car park boundaries and 

around the electrical sub-station buildings. Tall ruderal species present here include 

goosefoot sp. (Chenopodium sp.), bramble and maple (Acer sp.) saplings, see TN17. 

4.21 There is also some tall ruderal vegetation amongst the ornamental shrub planting, within the 

amenity grassland area between the library and Town Hall, see TN20. There are some areas 

of sparse ground vegetation here, including ivy, which is also growing along the Town Hall 

brickwork, see TN20.  

Scattered trees 

4.22 There are 84 scattered trees within the Site, including mature, semi-mature and young 

specimens.  

4.23 There are three distinct lines of trees: along the southern boundary of the Site and two 

parallel lines along the eastern and western boundaries of the eastern car park, as described 

below.  

4.24 Species present along the southern boundary include deciduous and coniferous species, 

such as maple sp., see TNs 9 and 12.  

4.25 Along the eastern and western boundaries of the eastern car park are lines of semi-mature 

and young deciduous trees, alongside a metallic wire fence. Species present include 

deciduous and coniferous species, such as Holm oak (Quercus ilex), ash (Fraxinus 

excelsior) and London plane (Platanus × hispanica), see TNs15 and 19. 

4.26 Between the library and Town Hall, on the amenity grassland are 17 young, semi-mature 

and mature trees, including conifer sp., yew (Taxus baccata), birch (Betula sp.), willow (Salix 

sp.) and fruit (Malus sp.) trees, see TN20 and Photographs 4-8. 

4.27 Further details of the trees are provided in Section 5, Tree Survey.  

Bare ground 

4.28 There are two areas of bare ground within the Site. One area of bare ground and ephemeral 

vegetation is present beside the south-western corner of the Town Hall. Tree number A52 is 

present within this area, as is some tall ruderal vegetation. The other area of bare ground is 

situated in front of Tree number A40.   

Invasive non-native species 

4.29 There are five areas of Japanese knotweed identified in the eastern section of the Site: 

1. a large stand (22 m long x 3m wide x 2.5m high) along the eastern boundary fence 

(see TN16); 
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2. three small stands (1 – 1.5m high) at the northern side of the office building, next 

an area of ornamental planting (see TN23); 

3. a strip (18m long x 3m wide x 2m high) on the southern side of the office building 

(see TN24); 

4. a stand (8m long x 5m wide x 1m high) in front of a green metal container in the 

car park (see TN25); and 

5. a stand (12m long x 4m wide x 2m high) beside the fence in the car park, (see 

TN26). 

Potential for protected or notable species 

  Breeding birds 

4.30 The extended Phase 1 Habitat survey identified a high potential for breeding birds within the 

trees on the Site. All 84 trees within the Site are suitable for nesting birds; as are the larger 

introduced shrubs, see TNs9, 12, 14, 19 and 20.  

Bats 

4.31 There is low potential for foraging / commuting bats to be using the treelines along the 

northern, southern and eastern boundaries of the Site.  

4.32 There is low potential for roosting bats within the Town Hall, clinic and library buildings on 

the Site. The target notes for the potential access / egress points for roosting bats within 

these buildings are discussed in more detail below.  

4.33 Refer to Figure ECO-004 for locations of the target notes on the buildings.  

 

Target Notes for the Town Hall 

1. There are several gaps in the pointing of the Town Hall that bats could potentially 

be using as access / egress points. Many of the gaps are along the top of the 

building and opposite the three mature trees at the approach to the Town Hall. No 

droppings were found on the ledges or on the ground; however it was not possible 

to see if any other signs (claw marks / staining) were present owing to the height of 

the features.  

2. There are also several gaps under the soffits of the building, adjacent to the three 

mature trees, although it was not possible to determine how far these gaps went 

into the building.   

3. On the tower are narrow-slitted windows (four windows on the west and east, and 

five windows on the north and south of the building) which have flag cords running 

through them to the inside of the tower. It is not clear whether the windows are 

open to allow access / egress for roosting bats. The tower generally has well-

sealed brickwork, a flat roof and concrete soffits.   
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4. There is a gap in the brickwork for wiring. Otherwise the brickwork is generally 

better sealed along this wall. 

5. There is limited visibility here owing to the lack of access; however, the brickwork 

is generally well-sealed along this wall. 

6. There are some gaps in the pointing here. 

7. This is a pre-fabricated building on top of the existing building. It has a flat roof, 

steel frame and wooden cladding. There are two holes in the soffits, made of wood 

or possibly asbestos. 

8. There are gaps in the pointing here and some gaps under the leading on the roof 

(although the material is likely to be unsuitable to encourage roosting bats).   

9. There are gaps in the pointing here and there is also a large crack from the top of 

the doorway to the roof.  

10. There are gaps in the pointing here. 

11. There is a crack up to the roof here.  

4.34 Those gaps in the pointing where it was possible to see inside were very superficial, c. one 

brick in depth.  

4.35 Overall, the west side of the Town Hall has the greatest potential for supporting roosting bats 

(low potential), where the gaps are higher than elsewhere on the building and are opposite 

the mature trees.  

 

Target Notes for the clinic 

1. There are gaps in the brickwork here. 

2. There are gaps in the brickwork here. 

3. There are gaps in the brickwork here. 

4. There are gaps under the soffits here. 

4.36 The clinic has a few gaps, but overall it has a negligible to low potential for supporting 

roosting bats, as these gaps are only likely to be superficial.  

 

Target Notes for the office 

1. There are gaps under the soffits here. 

2. There are gaps under the soffits here. 

3. There are gaps in the wooden „hut‟ on the roof. 

4. There are gaps along the soffits here.  
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4.37 The office building is becoming quite dilapidated and there are several gaps in it; however, 

the materials of the building are largely unsuitable, therefore the office building is of 

negligible to low potential for supporting roosting bats.  

Additional species 

4.38 The habitats present within the Site, and the locality of the Site within a densely urban 

setting, are not suitable for supporting any other protected species, such as reptiles, badgers 

(Meles meles), great crested newts (Triturus cristatus) or water voles (Arvicola terrestris).  

Invasive non-native species 

4.39 There are five areas of Japanese knotweed identified in the eastern section of the Site, as 

described in paragraph 4.29 (see TNs 16, 23, 24, 25 and 26 and Figure ECO-001). 

5. Tree Survey 

5.1 The tree survey for the Site was carried out on the 2
nd

 December 2008. There are 84 trees 

within the Site. This includes 64 broad-leaved deciduous trees and 20 evergreen / coniferous 

trees.   

5.2 The deciduous trees included: two unidentified oak species (young); six ash (four young, one 

semi-mature and one mature); eight Acer species (six young and three semi-mature); two 

birch (one young and one mature); two cherry (one mature and one young); three fruit 

species (semi-mature); one London plane (mature); two willow species (mature); two horse-

chestnut (mature); two elder (one young and one semi-mature); one beech (semi-mature); 

two sycamore (young); and 31 unidentified specimens (including 16 young, four semi-mature 

and eleven mature trees). 

5.3 The 20 evergreen and coniferous species within the Site includes: four evergreen (Holm) oak 

(two young and two semi-mature); six yew (four young and two semi-mature) and ten 

unidentified specimens (three young, one semi-mature and six mature). 

5.4 Of the 84 trees, 66 have an even crown, while 18 have an uneven crown. 53 trees are in a 

row, 18 trees are single specimens and 13 trees are together in one group.    

5.5 Seven trees were classified as being in a good condition, where the tree is not showing any 

sign of decline and where there are no detrimental defects observed. 74 trees were 

classified as being in a fair condition, where the tree has vigorous new growth, but there are 

potentially detrimental minor or major defects. Three trees were classified as being in a poor 

condition: one cherry (A52) and two yew trees (A56 and A58), due to snagging, suppression 

of the canopy and leaning of the stem, limb and leader.   

5.6 Eight trees were classified as being of high quality, 20 trees were classified as being of 

medium quality, two trees were classified as being of medium / low quality and 54 trees were 

classified as being of low quality. 

5.7 All 84 trees within the Site have the potential to support breeding birds. 
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5.8 See Appendix E for full Tree Survey Results and Figures ECO-002 and ECO-003 Rev A.  

6. Legislation 

6.1 Statutory protection is afforded to certain wild habitats and species through European 

Directive 92/42/EEC on the conservation of natural habitats and wild fauna and flora (the 

„Habitats Directive)‟. At the national level, protection is provided by the WCA (as amended), 

the CRoW and the NERC. The former of these three acts is the key piece of legislation that 

underpins the conservation of the UK‟s species and habitats. The latter is new legislation 

which strengthens the former. It is designed to protect species and habitats considered to be 

of principal importance to safeguard for the purpose of conserving biodiversity. In addition to 

these acts, some species and habitats are protected under their own legislation. 

 

Breeding Birds 

6.2 All birds, their nests and eggs are afforded protection under WCA (as amended) and it is an 

offence, with certain exceptions, to:  

 

 intentionally kill, injure or take any wild bird; 

 intentionally take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while it is in use or 

being built; or 

 intentionally take or destroy the egg of any wild bird. 

 

6.3 A number of birds are subject to special protection under Schedule 1 of the WCA (as 

amended). For such birds, it is an offence to: 

 

 intentionally, or recklessly, disturb any wild bird while it is nest building or is at (or 

near) a nest with eggs or young; or  

 disturb the dependent young of such a bird. 

 

Bats 

6.4 There are 17 species of bat resident in the UK. All species of bat and their breeding sites or 

resting places (roosts) are subject to full protection under Regulation 39 of the Conservation 

(Natural Habitats etc.) Regulations 1994 (as amended), and Section 9 of the WCA (as 

amended). The legislation makes it an offence to: 

 

 Deliberately kill, injure or capture (take) a bat. 

 Intentionally or recklessly obstruct access to any structure or place used for shelter 

or protection by a bat. 
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 Intentionally or recklessly disturb a bat while it is occupying a structure or place 

which it uses for that purpose. 

1. Deliberately disturb a bat in such a way as to be likely significantly to affect 

(i) the ability of any significant group of bats to survive, breed or rear or 

nurture their young, or 

(ii) the local distribution or abundance of bats. 

 Damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of a bat. 

 

6.5 If a breach of the Regulation 39 legislation is likely, a licence will be required from Natural 

England. 

 

Invasive non-native species 

6.6 Japanese knotweed and giant hogweed are listed as noxious weeds under Schedule 9 Part 

II of the WCA (as amended). Under Section 14, if any person plants or otherwise causes to 

grow in the wild any plant, which is included in Part II of Schedule 9, he shall be guilty of an 

offence.   

6.7 Any waste material (from cutting, mowing or excavation) will need to be disposed of in 

accordance with the Environmental Protection Act, 1990.  Section 34 imposes a duty of care 

on persons concerned with controlled waste.  Soil contaminated by Japanese knotweed or 

giant hogweed must be disposed of at a registered landfill site and it must be ensured that 

the operator knows the soil is contaminated. 

 

7. Conclusions and Recommendations 
 

Designated Sites 

7.1 There are 14 locally designated sites within the study area: one LNR, one SMI, five SBIs and 

seven SLIs. All of these sites are too far from the Site to be impacted by the proposed works.  

 

Habitats 

7.2 The habitats present at the Site (in order of abundance) include hard-standing, buildings, 

amenity grassland, ornamental shrub planting, tall ruderal vegetation, scattered trees, bare 

ground and a few stands of Japanese knotweed. This includes two BAP habitats: the built 

environment and urban land.  

7.3 The proposed development will safeguard the areas of amenity grassland as the scheme 

intends on “developing significant public spaces outside the building for community use
2
” 

This includes the Town Hall Square, the garden behind the library and gardens on part of the 

car parks.  

                                                      
2
 Update…Hornsey Town Hall, Issue 4: September 2008 
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7.4 The ornamental shrub planting is of aesthetic value and of some ecological value to birds 

and invertebrates. It is recommended that replacement planting of mostly native shrubs is 

incorporated into the scheme to replace some of what is lost during works.  

7.5 The buildings currently within the Site are of low roosting bat potential, while the hard-

standing and bare ground is of no ecological value. 

 

General Recommendations 

7.6 Following the extended Phase 1 Habitat survey, tree survey and findings of the desk study 

the Site is considered to be of low ecological value.  

7.7 Not withstanding the site‟s evaluation, it is important that detrimental impacts to all species 

and their habitats are kept to a minimum and that legislation is upheld with regard to 

protected species, see Section 6. 

7.8 If design allows it is recommended that green or biodiversity roofs are considered as part of 

the development proposal to enhance the ecological value of the scheme. This will help to 

promote biodiversity by attracting plants, insects, birds etc. and assist in acquiring planning 

permission and public support for the scheme. 

Trees 

7.9 It is recommended that the majority of the landscape / tree planting should be native and of 

local provenance. Although, it is not possible to incorporate all of the habitats listed in the 

UK, London and borough BAPs, by planting native shrubs and trees, the biodiversity and 

ecological value of the Site and the local areas can be increased. 

7.10 The Site is within a conservation area; therefore the trees are afforded additional protection. 

Before any work is carried out to prune or fell a tree in a conservation area, six weeks notice 

must be given to the Council, in writing. For further details please refer to Appendix D for 

Haringey Council‟s Conservation and Archaeology Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG) 

document. 

7.11 The trees to be removed are to be cleared outside of the bird breeding season once planning 

permission has been received from the Local Authority. Trees are to be replaced on a like for 

like basis on completion of works. 

7.12 There is potential for works within the Site to be undertaken within the Root Protection Areas 

(RPAs) of the trees within the Site. It is recommended that works are undertaken outside of 

RPAs where practicable. Where it is not possible to undertake works outside of the RPAs, it 

is further recommended that a Method Statement for working within the RPAs of retained 

trees is prepared prior to invasive ground works on site in the vicinity of these trees. 

 

Species-specific Recommendations 

 

Breeding birds 

7.13 The Phase 1 Habitat survey identified a high potential for supporting breeding birds within 
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the trees on the Site. Also, the desk study identified house sparrows (BAP species) present 

within the study area, and potentially the following BAP bird species within the Site: song 

thrush, turtle dove, bullfinch, tree sparrow, spotted flycatcher, linnet, common starling, house 

martin and dunnock. Nevertheless, a further breeding bird survey is not considered 

necessary for the Site.   

7.14 It is recommended that vegetation removal including lopping, trimming or felling of trees is 

conducted outside of the bird breeding season. The bird breeding season generally occurs 

between the end of February and the end of August inclusive (dependent on seasonal 

conditions).  

7.15 If it is not possible to remove vegetation / fell trees outside of the bird breeding season, it is 

recommended that all vegetation / tree felling required to be removed is checked by an 

ecologist for active nests no more than two days prior to vegetation clearance. If active nests 

are identified, no works may be undertaken in the vicinity of the nest until the birds have 

fledged the nest. 

7.16 It is recommended that bird boxes are installed on some the remaining trees and possibly 

within the new build in order to provide additional nesting areas for birds.  

 

Bats 

7.17 The Phase 1 Habitat survey identified low potential for supporting foraging / commuting bats 

along the treelines along the northern, southern and eastern boundaries of the Site. The 

desk study also identified common pipistrelle within the study area and potentially noctule 

and soprano pipistrelle BAP bat species. 

7.18 The survey identified a low potential for supporting roosting bats in the Town Hall, clinic and 

library buildings on the Site, see Figure ECO-004 and Target Notes. It is therefore 

recommended that 2 / 3 emergence and activity bat surveys be carried out on the Site at 

these buildings, as recommended in the Bat Conservation Trust Bat, Survey Good Practice 

Guidelines 2007. The optimum period for surveying for bats is between June and August.  

7.19 The findings of the bat survey will help inform recommendations for possible incorporation of 

bat bricks / bat boxes into the scheme.  

 

Other species 

7.20 The habitats present within the Site are not considered suitable for supporting any other 

protected species, such as reptiles, badgers, great crested newts or water voles. In the last 

decade hedgehogs, a BAP species, have been found in the study area. Hedgehogs could 

potentially be found on the Site due to the presence of suitable habitat.  

 

Invasive non-native species 

7.21 Five areas of Japanese knotweed were identified within the eastern section of the Site. The 

Phase 1 Habitat survey was undertaken at a sub-optimal time of year for identifying 

Japanese knotweed, therefore it is possible that more stands could be present but have not 
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been identified due to seasonal constraints. It is therefore recommended that a repeat visit is 

undertaken in spring / early summer 2009 to more actually determine the extent of knotweed 

and the requirement of a Japanese knotweed Strategy to manage the stands in relation to 

construction activities and development proposals.  
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APPENDIX A – TARGET NOTES 

1. Pansies (Viola tricolor) planted in two triangular sections, in the northern and southern corners 

of the area of the amenity grassland square. 

2. A well-mown amenity grassland square, see Photograph 1. 

3. Short shrub ornamental planting of variegated holly (Ilex x altaclerensis), see Photograph 2. 

4. A brick-layed mini roundabout with a circular concrete water fountain in the centre. The 

fountain has a ceramic, blue tiled interior lining. The fountain was not in use at the time of the 

survey.   

5. A private area, where access to the public is denied. This small space is bounded by a 

wooden fence on the northern side and an ivy (Hedera helix) covered brick wall on the 

southern side. The area comprises bare ground with some sparse tall ruderal vegetation, two 

semi-mature deciduous trees and some litter. 

6. The Town Hall. A 1920‟s-1930‟s two / three storey brick building with a tall tower in the 

western corner. The building has a flat roof and has concrete soffits. At the entrance are two 

wooden benches, two bins and two concrete plant pots containing grass sp.  

7. Twelve wooden boxed plant containers containing new growths of ornamental plants. The 

plants are short and are of a low quality.  

8. Four non-native ornamental planting areas in front of a toilet facility, with species including ivy. 

The toilet facility is a brick-built building with a flat, metallic roof. 

9. Ornamental shrub planting with semi-mature and mature deciduous and coniferous trees. 

Species present include, maple sp., conifer sp., cotoneaster (Salicifolius Exburyensis) and 

laurel (Umbellularia californica), see Photograph 3.  

10. A concrete water fountain feature with a reclining female concrete statue in front. The water 

fountain has a blue tiled interior lining. In front of the statue is a metal fence that runs along 

the western section of the fountain feature. The fountain was not in use at the time of the 

survey.   

11. To the north and south of the statute, next to the library building, are two small areas of 

ornamental planting. 

12. An area of non-native ornamental shrub planting, with species including laurel and mature 

conifer sp. trees. 

13. Within the centre of the library is an outside area comprising a hard-standing concrete floor, 

two wooden benches, tropical planting in a concave-shape, pots containing pansies, 

numerous empty plant pots and a triangular sculpture in the centre. 
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14. A strip of well-manicured non-native ornamental shrubs set on top of bark and surrounded by 

cobble paving. Species include magnolia, cotoneaster and laurel. 

15. A line of semi-mature and young deciduous trees, alongside a wire metal fence at the eastern 

boundary. Species include conifer sp., holm oak (Quercus ilex), ash (Fraxinus excelsior), and 

London plane (Platanus × hispanica). Other species present includes common ragwort 

(Senecio jacobaea), bramble (Rubus fruticosus), germander speedwell (Veronica 

chamaedrys) and common nettle (Urtica dioica). 

16. A large stand (22 m long x 3m wide x 2.5m high) of Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica) 

along the eastern boundary fence.   

17. Grasses and tall ruderal species including goosefoot sp. (Chenopodium sp.) and bramble, as 

well as maple saplings and ornamental species. 

18. A brick-built electrical sub-station building.   

19. A line of semi-mature and young trees, tall ruderal, and grass species alongside a wire metal 

fence. Species include ornamental shrubs, conifer spp., bramble and germander speedwell. 

20. Tree species, ornamental shrubs and tall ruderal vegetation. Along the ground is sparse 

vegetation, including ivy. Ivy is also growing along the brickwork. Tree species include conifer 

sp, birch, willow and fruit trees. Ornamental shrubs include rhododendron, see Photographs 4-

8  

21. The Clinic building. A two-storey, brick-built building with a float roof and concrete soffits.  

22. The Office building. A two-storey pre-fabricated building with a steel frame. 

23. Three small stands (1 – 1.5m high) of Japanese knotweed at the northern side of the office 

building, next to ornamental planting.   

24. A strip (18m long x 3m wide x 2m high) of Japanese knotweed on the southern side of the 

office building.  

25. A stand (8m long x 5m wide x 1m high) of Japanese knotweed in front of a green metal 

container in the car park.   

26. A stand (12m long x 4m wide x 2m high) of Japanese knotweed beside the fence in the car 

park.   
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APPENDIX B – DESIGNATED SITE LOCATIONS 

   
Site location 
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Site location 
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APPENDIX C – SITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

 

Photograph 1: Amenity grassland and horse chestnut tree in front of the Town Hall 

 

 
 

Photograph 2: Ornamental planting (variegated holly) in front of the Town Hall 
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Photograph 3: Ornamental planting (including cotoneaster and laurel) and a conifer tree in front of 

the library building 

 
  

Photograph 4: Willow trees and ornamental planting (including laurel and cotoneaster) on the 

amenity grassland behind the residential buildings 
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Photograph 5: Three conifer trees on the amenity grassland behind the residential buildings 

 

 
 

Photograph 6: Birch and yew trees on the amenity grassland behind the residential buildings 
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Photograph 7: Apple tree, yew trees and ornamental planting (including cotoneaster) on the 

amenity grassland behind the residential buildings 

 

 
 

Photograph 8: Apple and conifer trees on the amenity grassland behind the residential buildings  
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APPENDIX D – CONSERVATION AND 

ARCHAEOLOGY SPG2  
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TREE SPECIES HEIGHT (m) STEM DIAMETER (mm) RPZ (dia (m)) SPREAD (m) AGE CROWN POSITION DW SN RD PD FC C S L BASE STEM LIMB LEADER BARK CONDITION QUALITY COMMENT

A1 Broad-leaved 8.0 110.0 2.2 1.0 Y UE Row (x) F C BBP, multi-stem

A2 Broad-leaved 3.0 60.0 1.4 2.0 Y UE Row (x) F C BBP

A3 Broad-leaved 10.0 190.0 4.6 8.0 SM UE Row (x) F C BBP

A4 Broad-leaved 10.0 100.0 2.0 5.0 Y UE Row (x) F C BBP, multi-stem

A5 Broad-leaved 10.0 140.0 2.8 9.0 Y UE Row (x) F C BBP, multi-stem

A6 Yew 10.0 320.0 7.7 8.0 SM UE Row (x) (x) F B BBP

A7 Holm oak 10.0 160.0 3.2 7.0 SM UE Row (x) F C BBP, multi-stem

A8 Holm oak 10.0 160.0 3.2 7.0 SM UE Row (x) F C BBP, multi-stem

A9 Elder 8.0 110.0 2.2 6.0 SM UE Row (x) F C BBP, multi-stem

A10 Acer 15.0 180.0 4.3 8.0 SM UE Single (x) F C BBP

A11 Broad-leaved 15.0 150.0 3.0 8.0 SM UE Row (x) F C BBP, multi-stem

A12 Broad-leaved 15.0 120.0 2.4 6.0 SM UE Row (x) F C BBP, multi-stem

A13 Broad-leaved 12.0 100.0 2.0 4.0 Y UE Row (x) F C BBP, multi-stem

A14 Broad-leaved 15.0 160.0 3.2 8.0 SM UE Row (x) F C BBP, multi-stem

A15 Broad-leaved 12.0 90.0 1.8 6.0 Y UE Row (x) F C BBP, multi-stem

A16 Holm oak 12.0 60.0 1.2 3.0 Y UE Row (x) F C BBP, multi-stem

A17 Broad-leaved 12.0 70.0 1.4 4.0 Y UE Row (x) F C BBP, multi-stem

A18 Broad-leaved 10.0 90.0 1.8 6.0 Y UE Row (x) F C BBP, multi-stem

A19 Broad-leaved 8.0 90.0 1.8 6.0 Y E Row (x) F C BBP, multi-stem

A20 Conifer 10.0 60.0 1.4 2.0 Y UE Row (x) (x) F C BBP

A21 Broad-leaved 10.0 110.0 2.2 6.0 Y UE Row (x) (x) F C BBP, multi-stem

A22 Broad-leaved 10.0 120.0 2.4 4.0 Y UE Row (x) (x) F C BBP, multi-stem

A23 Broad-leaved 12.0 130.0 3.1 3.0 Y UE Row (x) (x) F C BBP

A24 Broad-leaved 10.0 110.0 2.2 6.0 Y UE Row (x) (x) F C BBP, multi-stem

A25 Ash 3.0 30.0 0.6 2.0 Y UE Row (x) (x) F C BBP, multi-stem

A26 Ash 5.0 20.0 0.4 2.0 Y UE Row (x) (x) F C BBP, multi-stem

A27 Acer 7.0 50.0 1.0 4.0 Y UE Row (x) (x) F C BBP, multi-stem

A28 Acer 5.0 20.0 0.4 4.0 Y UE Row (x) (x) F C BBP, multi-stem

A29 Acer 8.0 40.0 0.8 4.0 Y UE Row (x) (x) F C BBP, multi-stem

A30 Ash 15.0 120.0 2.4 10.0 SM UE Row (x) (x) F B BBP, multi-stem

A31 Acer 3.0 40.0 0.8 6.0 Y UE Row (x) (x) F C BBP, multi-stem

A32 Acer 8.0 40.0 0.8 3.0 Y UE Row (x) (x) F C BBP, multi-stem

A33 Sycamore 16.0 1060.0 25.4 10.0 M E Row (x) F B BBP

A34 Sycamore 12.0 110.0 2.2 6.0 Y UE Row (x) (x) F C BBP, multi-stem

A35 Ash 8.0 20.0 0.5 3.0 Y UE Row (x) (x) F C BBP

A36 Ash 10.0 60.0 1.2 3.0 Y UE Row (x) (x) F C BBP, multi-stem

A37 Elder 10.0 70.0 1.4 6.0 Y UE Single (x) (x) F C BBP, multi-stem

A38 Holm oak 10.0 60.0 1.4 6.0 Y UE Single (x) (x) F C BBP

A39 Broad-leaved 20.0 430.0 10.3 15.0 M E Single (x) (x) F A BBP

A40 Broad-leaved 12.0 610.0 14.6 7.0 M E Single F A BBP

A41 Willow 10.0 630.0 15.1 10.0 M UE Row (x) (x) (x) F B ivy covered, BBP

A42 Conifer 2.0 40.0 1.0 1.8 Y E Row X X X X F C BBP

A43 Beech 7.0 50.0 1.0 6.0 SM UE Row (x) (x) (x) F C ivy covered and multi-stemmed, BBP

A44 Cherry 13.0 350.0 7.0 12.0 M UE Single (x)  (x) F B 3 x multi-stemmed, BBP

A45 Willow 13.0 520.0 12.5 8.0 M UE Single X (x) F B cankers at the lower section of the stem, BPP

A46 Conifer 13.0 220.0 5.3 4.0 M UE Group (x) (x) F C BBP

A47 Conifer 10.0 180.0 4.3 4.0 M E Group (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) F C BBP

A48 Conifer 9.0 190.0 4.6 4.0 M E Group X (x) X (x) X X F C BBP

A49 Birch 13.0 270.0 6.5 6.0 M E Group (x) (x) (x) (x) F B BBP

A50 Fruit 10.0 110.0 2.6 4.0 SM UE Group (x) (x) (x) (x) F C BBP

A51 Yew 11.0 200.0 4.8 7.0 SM UE Group (x) (x) X (x) (x) F C BBP

A52 Cherry 11.0 30.0 0.7 2.0 Y UE Group (x) X X X X X P C BBP

A53 Fruit 10.0 130.0 3.1 8.0 SM UE Group (x) X X X X X F B BBP

A54 Yew 2.5 20.0 0.5 1.5 Y UE Group X X X X X F C BBP

A55 Yew 2.5 30.0 0.7 1.5 Y UE Group (x) (x) (x) (x) F C BBP

A56 Yew 2.5 40.0 1.0 1.5 Y E Group X (x) (x) (x) (x) P C BBP

A57 Birch 5.0 160.0 3.8 8.0 Y UE Group (x) (x) (x) (x) F B/C BBP

A58 Yew 2.5 40.0 1.0 1.5 Y E Group X (x) (x) (x) (x) P C BBP

A59 Pear 9.0 410.0 9.8 7.0 SM E Single (x) (x) (x) F B BBP

A Acer 4.0 110.0 2.6 3.0 Y UE Single G C young, non-native

B Horse chestnut 10.0 540.0 13.0 13.0 M E Single G A native, good condition, BBP

C Horse chestnut 10.0 430.0 10.3 10.0 M E Single G A native, good condition, BBP

D Oak 5.0 50.0 1.2 1.5 Y E Single G C young, ornamental

E London Plane 16.0 1040.0 25.0 11.0 M E Single X X F A exposed roots, BBP, cavities in stem at N and S - low BP

F Broad-leaved 16.0 430.0 10.3 5.0 M UE Row (x) (x) F A BBP

G Broad-leaved 15.0 530.0 12.7 6.0 M UE Row (x) F A BBP

H Conifer 8.0 170.0 4.1 2.0 Y E Single G B BBP

I Broad-leaved 16.0 550.0 13.2 8.0 M UE Row (x) F A BBP

J Conifer 15.0 510.0 12.2 8.0 M E Row G B BBP
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K Conifer 15.0 440.0 10.6 5.0 SM UE Row (x) F B BBP

L Ash 16.0 350.0 8.4 8.0 M UE Row (x) (x) F B BBP

M Conifer 16.0 470.0 11.3 9.0 M UE Row (x) (x) F B BBP

N Conifer 16.0 480.0 11.5 9.0 M UE Row (x) (x) F B BBP

O Oak 15.0 190.0 4.6 4.0 Y E Single F C BBP

P Broad-leaved 15.0 340.0 8.2 8.0 M UE Single (x) (x) (x) (x) F B BBP, root guards on

Q Broad-leaved 15.0 430.0 10.3 9.0 M UE Single (x) (x) (x) (x) F BC BBP, root guards on

R Acer 8.0 250.0 6.0 5.0 SM UE Single (x) (x) F B BBP

S Broad-leaved 15.0 360.0 8.6 7.0 M UE Row (x) (x) (x) F B BBP

T Broad-leaved 15.0 340.0 8.2 7.0 M UE Row (x) (x) F B BBP

U Broad-leaved 15.0 360.0 8.6 7.0 M UE Row (x) (x) F B BBP

V Broad-leaved 15.0 350.0 8.4 7.0 M UE Row (x) (x) (x) F C BBP

W Broad-leaved 3.0 40.0 1.0 0.5 Y UE Row (x) F C BBP

X Broad-leaved 8.0 70.0 1.7 0.5 Y UE Row (x) F C BBP

Y Broad-leaved 8.0 40.0 1.0 5.0 Y UE Row (x) F C BBP

KEY

DEFECTS: DW Dead Wood POSITION: S Single

SN Snags R Row

RD Root Damage G Group

PD Pest / Disease

FC Fungi / Canker AGE: Y Young

C Cavity MA Middle Aged

S Suppressed M Mature

L Leaning

X Significant CONDITION: G Good

(x) Minor F Fair

P Poor

CROWN: E Even

UE Uneven QUALITY RATING: A

High quality 

value

B

Moderate 

quality value

FORM: S Spreading C

Low quality 

value

POTENTIAL FOR 

PROTECTED 

SPECIES: BP

Roosting bat 

potential

BBP

Breeding bird 

potential


